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RULE 132 DECLARATION OF KAREN GIBERSON 
REGARDING LONG FELT NEED AND UNEXPECTED RESULTS 
(37 CFR 1.132) 

This declaration is offered in support of the above-identified patent application. 

1 . I am currently President of The Accessories Council ("TAC"), a non- 
profit membership organization located in New York City, New York, that serves as an 
advocate of the $30 billion fashion accessory business in the United States. TAC's 
membership includes manufactures, retailers, designers, and fashion publications and 
represents over 160 companies and many of the leading brand names in the fashion 
accessory industry. 

2. Prior to becoming active in TAC, I was Director of Event Marketing for 
QVC, one of the largest multimedia retailers in the world. I also held several other 
positions at QVC, including: Director of Accessories, footwear, and intimate apparel; 
senior buyer of accessories, footwear and intimate apparel; and buyer and assistant buyer 
in beauty and fashion. I have consulted with numerous companies related to brand 
management and marketing, including Always In (Style), HCI Direct, ElyseRyan Jewelry, 
Virgin American Airlines, Miramax and Tracy Reese. 

3. I have over 20 years of experience in marketing, merchandising, and 
public/media relations, and during this period have been involved in the fashion 
accessory industry and acquired extensive knowledge of products in this industry, 
including hair accessory products. In 2007 I provided consulting services to Francesca 
Kuglen and her company Sennits, LLC regarding the marketing of her new dual comb 
hair accessory product called "Hairzing," which I first became familiar with while 
working at QVC. Hairzing is a type of hair accessory product that is sometimes referred 
to as a "dual comb hair accessory." Dual comb hair accessories feature two opposed 
combs interconnected by an elastic material and are used to style a woman's hair. To use 
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the accessory, the two opposed combs are stretched apart and the combs folded under so 
that the comb teeth face each other. Taking advantage of the restoring force of the 
stretched elastic that interconnects the combs, the combs are allowed to slide towards 
each other in the hair to hold the accessory in place. 

4. A version of the Hairzing product is illustrated and described in Ms. 
Kuglen's published patent application Serial No. 10/764,279. In Ms. Kuglen's patent 
application, the Hairzing product is referred to as a "stretch comb hair retainer." 

5. Hairzing has a number of innovative features, including the use of wire 
combs instead of plastic combs, and the use of crisscrossed, beadable elastic strands. The 
crisscrossed beaded strands provide a unique ornamentation on a wearer's head while 
making it easy to pull hair through the accessory if desired. 

6. The Hairzing dual comb accessory product is one of the most innovative 
fashion accessory products 1 have ever encountered. I would characterize it as a "game 
changer" product. Since its introduction, Hairzing has become very successful as a 
woman's fashion item and has been widely copied. 

7. I believe the success of Hairzing can be attributed to the problems that, 
before Hairzing, long existed with comb-based hair ornament products, and particularly 
dual comb hair accessories. These problems related to durability, hair styling limitations, 
and comfort and overall wearability. 

8. As to durability, prior to Hairzing dual comb hair accessory products 
commonly used plastic combs. This includes a product called Hair Hugger, which Ms. 
Kuglen also created and which is disclosed in her U.S. patent No. 6,123,086, a copy of 
which is attached. The wire combs used in the Hairzing product overcome the durability 
problems associated with plastic combs, which have a tendency to break. I have used the 
Hairzing product and found that its wire combs hold without bending or sliding out of 
place. 

9. As to hair styling considerations, prior dual comb hair accessory products, 
such as the Hair Hugger, are relatively bulky. Contributing to their bulkiness are the 
conventional plastic combs used in these products. The introduction of wire combs with 
beaded elastic strands creates a dual comb accessory that lacks the bulkiness of prior 
accessories. In this regard, I found the wire combs have a surprising advantage: When 
folded under and placed in the hair the combs tend to disappear into the hair so that the 
only readily visible portion of the accessory is the ornamentation provided by the bead 
pattern on the elastic strands stretched between the combs and on the spines of the combs. 
This transforms the look of the dual hair comb accessory from a relatively clunky look to 
a more desirable and fashionable look. It gives the illusion of just having your hair 
pulled back. 

10. Further as to hair styling considerations, the cris-crossed elastic strands of 
the Hairzing product provide a delicate mesh that can be beaded with a variety of bead 
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patterns. The mesh produces openings that can be individually stretched open so that a 
quantity of hair can be easily pulled through an opening as desired. This capability 
results in a product that is highly versatile in creating different hair styles: hair can be 
pulled through the accessory at different locations on the be*aded mesh or not pulled 
through at all. 

11. As to comfort and wearability, wire loop combs of the Hairzing dual comb 
hair accessory have unique advantages over plastic combs. I discovered that the wire 
loop combs are more comfortable than plastic combs. First, they do not have the points 
and edges of plastic combs that can press into the scalp. The loops of the wire comb 
teeth comfortably ride along the scalp when the combs are placed in the hair. I was also 
surprised to discover that the wire combs has less of a tendency to snag in the hair than 
do plastic combs such as found in the Hair Hugger product. Overall the wire combs quite 
surprisingly make a dual comb accessory a much more wearable product. 

12. Before the Hairzing product, I had never seen wire combs used in a dual 
comb hair accessory product. For reasons mentioned above, wire combs would not be an 
obvious choice for such a product. In my view Ms. Kuglen's discovery that wire combs 
could be adapted for use with a dual comb accessory was an inspired innovation for this 
genre of products. 

The undersigned declares that all statements of her own knowledge made herein, 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further 
that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the 
like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1 001 of Title 
18 of the United States Code, and that such willful false statements made jeopardize the 
validity of the above-identified application, or any patent issuing thereon. 





Karen Giberson 
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L57J ABSTRACT 

Adecorative hair accessory with a decorative member which 
has an clastic component and two free cutis with an attach- 
ment mechanism at each free end to allow the decorative 
member to form a continuous decorative elastic band or to 
connect to itself and form a loop on each end. Another 
embodiment of the decorative hair accessory is a comb with 
at least one elongated opening disposed longitudinally in the 
spine to receive one or more removable decorative members. 
These decorative accessories can be combined to form a 
variety of hair accessories which have a pair of combs 
removably attached to a plurality of elastic decorative mem- 
bers. 

31 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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DECORATIVE HAIR ACCESSORY AND 
METHOD FOR PROVIDING 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 5 
The present invention relates to decorative hair accesso- 
ries for securing a person's hair in place with different 
decorative effects and the method of assembling and using 
the same. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

Numerous hair devices have been developed over the 
years to assist women in creating desirable hair arrange- 
ments. Devices which secure the hair in place and which are 
also decorative are particularly desirable. Combs have been 15 
used to hold the hair in place on the head, but for many 
women, especially those with hair which is quite fine or thin, 
cuinbs are frequently unsatisfactory because they slide cut 
with movement of the head. Women with quite thick hair 
also have difficulties because many hair accessories break , Q 
when used with a large volume of hair. One very successful 
hair accessory in this field, which is illustrated in U.S. Pat. 
No. Des. 316,161 and is known as an Accordian® hair 
comb, provided a solution to these problems by employing 
two combs with a number of elastic bands permanently 
attached to their spines. The combs of this device are turned 
under the elastic bands and aligned with their teeth facing 
each other. When the combs are slid under the hair to a 
desired location, the tension in the elastic bands causes the 
combs to be continuously pulled toward each other, locking 30 
the combs in place in the hair and preventing them from 
sliding out of the hair. The elastic bands could also be 
expanded to secure the device in very voluminous hair. The 
elastic bands of this device have been covered with tubular 
fabric or attached to the underside of ribbons or the like for 35 
decorative effect. These Accordian hair decorations have 
been manufactured with two or three bands, in a variety of 
sizes, and in different fabrics and materials covering the 
bands, for different fashion effects. 

Another widely used hair device is a ponytail holder, 40 
which has evolved from a relatively simple elastic band such 
as that shown in U.S. Pat. No. 3,301,266 to widely decorated 
elastic bands, such as U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,301,696; 5,156,171; 
Des. 354,153; Des. 292,030; Des. 336,544, and others. 

Despite these many choices, there has been a need for 45 
even more versatility 111 decorative hair devices, particularly 
those using connected combs, so ilial the user can create 
different effects, such as mixing different color bands on the 
same set of combs, or crossing the bands over each other, or 
attaching a single band to each end of one comb with the 50 
bands looping over each other in the middle. Accordingly, 
the present invention solves that need by providing inter- 
changeable decorative bands which can be removably 
attached to specially adapted combs. Each decorative elastic 
band can also be attached to itself, rather than to a pair of 55 
combs and used individually as a decorated elastic ponytail 
holder. Moreover, the combs can be decorated with other 
removable items, such as ribbons or flowers, and also used 
independently of the combination. This invention thus pro- 
vides a number of decorative accessories which can be used 60 
as individual items, but which are also designed to be 
removably used together in arrangements uniquely designed 
by the user. This invention thus provides several multipur- 
pose accessories and. as a result, dramatically increases the 
options and versatility of these accessories for the user and 65 
it allows the user to express her own creativity in the 
assembly and application of the accessories. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention is a decorative hair accessory, of 
which one embodiment is a decorative member with an 
elastic component and two free ends. At each free end of the 
decorative member is an attachment mechanism which is 
removably attachable to the attachment mechanism at the 
other free end, so that if one end of a decorative member is 
attached to its other end, a continuous decorative clastic 
band is formed. The attachment mechanism includes first 
and second attachment members, such as self-attaching tabs. 
Each free end of the decorative member is also shaped to fit 
through an elongated opening in the spine of a hair comb and 
the attachment mechanism may then form a loop and attach 
to itself, capturing a portion of the spine of the comb in the 
loop and removably securing the decorative member to the 
comb. 

Another embodiment of the invention is a comb having a 
relatively wide spine and a series of teeth extending along 
one side of the spine in regular alignment. The spine of the 
comb has one or more elongated openings disposed longi- 
tudinally in the spine and sized to receive a removable 
decorative member. One free end of the decorative member 
may be inserted into the elongated opening in the spine of 
the comb and the attachment mechanism of the decorative 
member will allow the end to be attached to itself around a 
portion of the spine of the comb. The other free end of that 
decorative member may be similarly attached to the spine of 
a second comb proximate an elongated opening in its spine. 
Similarly, a second decorative member may be attached at 
each of its free ends to a second elongated opening in each 
comb, and in some embodiments, a third decorative member 
can be attached at each of its ends to a third elongated 
opening in each comb. This embodiment of the invention 
employing a pair of combs connected by at least one elastic 
decorative member is used by turning the two combs to the 
underside of the decorative bands in an alignment which 
allows the teeth of one comb to face the teeth of the other 
comb. The first comb can then be slid under the hair, the 
band(s) can be stretched apart and the second comb can also 
be slid into the hair. A gathered portion of hair will be 
captured between the combs and the combs will be pulled 
toward each other and held in that position by the elastic 
component of the decorative band(s). The hair accessory can 
be removed from the hair by stretching the band(s) so that 
the combs can be pulled out of the hair. The band(s) can be 
removed from the combs by pulling the attachment members 
apart and each band can be replaced by a decorative member 
of another color or fabric, if desired. 

Thus, it is an object of this invention to provide a 
decorative member which can attach to itself, end to end, to 
form a continuous decorative elastic band for use as a 
ponytail holder, or which can be removably attached at each 
end to one of a pair of combs. It is also an object of this 
invention to provide a hair comb with at least one elongated 
opening in the spine for receiving decorative objects. It is 
another object of this invention to provide a hair accessory 
with restraining combs which arc pulled together by remov- 
able elastic decorative bands which can be attached to the 
combs in a variety of combinations. It is also an important 
advantage of this invention to provide different embodi- 
ments of the invention, which are versatile and can be 
selected and used in different ways to create a variety of 
unique hair accessories by the user. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will 
become apparent from the description of the preferred 
embodiments and the drawings described hereafter. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment of the 

hair accessory of this invention in use; 

FIG. 2 is a bottom plan view of the embodiment shown in 

FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a side perspective view of the embodiment of 
FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a bottom plan view of another embodiment of 
the invention; 

FIG. 5 is an exploded bottom plan view of the assembly 
of the embodiment of this invention shown in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 6 is an exploded side elevational view of the 
embodiment shown in FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is a side perspective view of the embodiment of 
FIG. 4; 

FIG. 8 is a bottom plan view of another embodiment of 
the invention; and 

FIG. 9 is a rear elevational view of a comb of this 



DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The present invention is a decorative hair accessory 1 
which, in the embodiments of FIGS. 1-7 includes a deco- 
rative member 11 which has an elastic component 13 and 
two free ends 15, 17. The elastic component may be an 
clastic band or a width of clastic material and it may be 
connected to the decorative member proximate each of the 
free ends, as illustrated herein. The decorative member may 
be a tubular fabric member, as illustrated in FIGS. 1-7, or it 
may be a ribbon, a flattened piece of material, a close-fitting 
sleeve on the elastic band or one or more strands of beads. 
In the case of some decorative members, such as ribbons 
(not illustrated herein), the elastic component may be 
attached to the decorative member along a substantial por- 
tion of its length, causing a bunching of the decorative 
member. In other cases where the decorative member con- 
sists of beads or other decorative objects, the elastic com- 
ponent may be woven through the beads to cause them to 
constrict. In a preferred embodiment, the elastic band will 
have sufficient elasticity to allow it to be stretched to more 
than twice its length in a relaxed state. Of course, actual 
specifications will be selected to create a desired effect. The 
decorative member 11 may be a tubular fabric member with 
elastic component 13 disposed longitudinally therethrough, 
as illustrated in FIGS. 2-5. The tubular member may be 
constructed from a rectangular piece of material selected 
from a range of colors and fabrics. The material is sewn to 
form a lube with a preselected diameter and a longitudinal 
seam 19. In this embodiment, a length of an elastic band of 
the desired elasticity is inserted into the resulting tube with 
the finished side of the fabric out and the seam on the under 
surface 11a of the decorative member. The length of the 
decorative member can be selected based on the desired 
circumference of the continuous band for the embodiment 
shown in FIG. 7 or based on the length of the decorative 
band connecting the combs for the embodiment shown in 
FIGS. 2, 3, 5 and 6. The length may also vary depending on 
the elasticity of the elastic component 13. To create the 
"puffy" or ''bunched" effect illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3, for 
example, the preferred width of the tubular member is 
approximately 2 inches (5. OX cm.) (in finished state) and the 
preferred length of the decorative member from end 15 to 
end 17 is &Vi to 9 inches (21.59 to 22.86 cm.) when the 
decorative member is fully extended, it lias been found that 
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this length of the decorative member will provide a preferred 
amount of tension on the combs for the embodiment of FIG. 
3 for typical use. For a tighter or looser fit of the resulting 
device, the bands can be shortened or lengthened, respee- 

5 tively. Obviously, different combinations of materials and 
elastic components may be constructed within the scope of 
this invention to provide different decorative members use- 
ful for different designs. 

The free ends 15, 17 of the decorative member 11 may be 

10 finished in rectangular ends or in any desirable manner. 
Where the tubular member is relatively wide, the ends may 
be flattened for a predetermined distance and tapered, as 
illustrated in FIGS. 2, 4 and 5, to ease the insertion of the 
decorative members into the combs 35, 36 shown therein. 

15 The decorative member 11 of these embodiments of the 
hair accessory of this invention has an attachment mecha- 
nism 21,23 disposed proximate each of its free ends 15, 17. 
The attachment mechanism of one free end is removably 
attachable to the attachment mechanism proximate the other 

20 free end so that a continuous decorative elastic band, such as 
that shown in FIG. 7, could be formed when the attachment 
mechanisms are secured to each other. In the preferred 
embodiment, the free ends of the decorative member and the 
attachment mechanisms disposed therein are shaped to fit 

25 through an elongated opening 41 in the spine of a comb 35 
or 36 so that the decorative member can be used as either the 
embodiment of FIG. 2 or FIG. 7. The attachment mechanism 
of the first free end preferably comprises first and second 
attachment members 25, 27, with the first attachment mem- 

30 ber disposed to mate with and removably secure itself to the 
second attachment member. 

The first attachment member 25 is disposed near the end 
15 of the decorative member 11 and the second attachment 

35 member 27 is disposed inwardly therefrom a sufficient 
distance to form a loop 33 when the first attachment member 
is attached to the second. The second attachment member is 
preferably spaced inwardly from the first attachment mem- 
ber a sufficient distance to allow a portion 37n of the spine 

40 37 of the comb 35 to fit within the loop 33. 

In the preferred embodiment, the attachment mechanism 
preferred for self-attachment is a two-component hook and 
loop fastening system, such as VELCRO® fasteners or an 
equivalent system of self-attaching tabs, in which one 

45 attachment member 25 is a first sell'-atl idling tab or the first 
component of the two-component hook and loop fastening 
system and the second attachment member 27 is a second 
self-attaching tab or the second component of the fastening 
system. The preferred fastening system is a relatively flat 

50 attachment system which allows insertion of the free ends 
into the elongated openings in the comb, yet also provides 
for secure attachment. Other attachment systems may be 
used, however, such as snap fasteners and hook-and-eye 
fasteners, if they are sufficiently flat to fit through the 

55 openings 41, 43, 45 in the comb. It is understood that other 
attachment mechanisms which allow reattachment and meet 
the criteria of insertion into the holes of the comb can be 
used within the spirit of the invention. 

The second free end 17 of the decorative member 11 also 
has a similar attachment mechanism which includes a first 
attachment member 29 and a second attachment member 31, 
which allows the free end to be folded back and form a loop 
on each end, or to mate with the first and second attachment 
members 25, 27 of the first free end 15 to form a continuous 

65 band, as shown in FIG. 7. The sizing and shape of the 
attachment members are not critical so long as the first 
attachment member will fit through the hole of the comb and 
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there is sufficient spacing between the attachment members 
to allow the free end to fold back for the attachment of the 
first and second attachment members to each other and to 
allow some movement of the spine 37a of the comb 35 
within the loop 33. 5 

Another embodiment of this invention is a comb 35 
having an arcuate shape to conform to the user's head, as 
illustrated in FIG. 9. The comb has a relatively wide spine 
37 and a series of teeth 39, 39 extending from the spine in 
regular alignment. The spine also has at least one elongated 10 
opening 41, and preferably two or three such openings, 
disposed longitudinally along said spine. Preferably the 
elongated openings in the comb of [his embodiment, 41. 43 
and/or 45, are sized to receive a removable elastic decorative 
member, such as those described above. However, other 15 
decorative items such as ribbons or flowers could be 
threaded through said openings. 

The comb 35 of this embodiment may have a number of 
elongated openings 41, 43, 45, as desired. For use with the 
decorative members 11, 12, 14 of FIGS. 2-6, the openings 20 
in the comb arc disposed at regular intervals along the length 
of the spine, so that the decorative members, when inserted 
in the openings, will cover most of the spine. I[ is understood 
that combs with a single opening and one decorative mem- 
ber or combs with two openings, such as that shown in FIG. 25 
8, used with two decorative members are within the scope of 
this invention. The spine of the comb is relatively wide to 
provide structural support for the decorative members 
inserted through the elongated openings, for example, Vz-Vt 
inches (1.27 to 1.9 cm.). The elongated openings may be 30 
l-V-A inches (2.54 to 3.81 cm.) long to accommodate the 
preferred width (2 inches or 5.08 cm.) of the decorative 
members. The preferred length of the middle teeth 39, 39 
from the outer spine of the comb is approximately 2Vz inches 
(6.35 cm.), but the selection of these parameters is highly 35 
dependent on the ultimate effect desired and they can 
obviously be adjusted for different size combs and different 
lengths and elasticity of the decorative members. 

In a preferred embodiment of this invention, the combs 4Q 
35, 36 include indicator means 47 on one surface of the spine 
37 to assist the user in assembling the comb with the 
decorative members 11 The indicator means may be visual 
or tactile and it may be disposed on the top surface 35a or 
the undersurface 356 of the comb 35 proximate the spine, as 45 
shown in FIG. 8 or it may be disposed on the top surface 36a 
or undersurface 2>6b of comb 36. The comb is preferably 
molded out of strong, flexible, high impact polycarbonate 
resin in a shape which is arcuate along its longitudinal axis, 
as can be seen in FIG. 9 so that the comb will conform to the 5Q 
user's head and be more comfortable and secure during 

These embodiments of this invention may be joined in a 
variety of combinations according to the desires of the user. 
The clastic decorative member 11 may be formed into a 55 
continuous ponytail holder such as shown in FIG. 7. The 
comb 35 may be decorated by inserting ribbons or the like 
in the elongated openings 41, 43, 45. In addition, one or 
more decorative elastic members 11, 12, 14 may be remov- 
ably connected in a variety of alignments, fabrics, colors and 60 
decorative construction, to a pair of combs 35, 36, said 
combs having one, two or three elongated openings 41, 43, 
45, to create unique accessories which express the creativity 
of the user. 

Such a unique hair accessory may be constructed by 65 
providing a pair of detached combs 35, 36, each of the 
combs having a spine 37, a series of teeth 39, 39 extending 
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from the spine, and one or more elongated openings 41, 43 
and or 45 disposed longitudinally in the spine. One or more 
elastic decorative members 11, 12, 14, each of which have 
two free ends f 5, f 6 with an attachment mechanism 21, 23 
disposed on each end are removably attached to said combs. 
The first free end 15 of the decorative member 11 is inserted 
into elongated opening 41 in the spine of one of said combs 
35 for a predetermined distance from the end. Generally, the 
end will be inserted until the first attachment member 25 has 
passed through the opening and the outer portion 37a of the 
spine is disposed between the first and second attachment 
members 25, 27 on the first free end 15. The decorative 
member 11 will be inserted through the opening from the 
under surface 35a of the spine, which may have indicator 
means 47 disposed for tactile recognition by the user. The 
under surface 11a of the elastic decorative member, which is 
the surface bearing the attachment members 25, 27 and the 
seam 19, is inserted through this opening so that in the first 
step of assembly the upper surface 35a of the comb 35 and 
the under surface 11a of the decorative member 11 are on the 
same side, as can be seen in FIGS. 2 and 5. 

The first free end 15 of the decorative member 11 is then 
folded toward the decorative member with a portion of the 
spine 37a disposed in the folded portion of the decorative 
member, as can be seen in FIG. 6, wherein the first free end 
15 is shown folded over to form loop 33. An outer portion 
of the first free end is attached to an inner portion of that free 
end, forming a closed loop 33 with a portion of the spine 37a 
of the first comb 35 secured in the loop. When the outer 
portion is folded over the spine of the comb, the first 
attachment member 25 (or 29) contacts and becomes 
attached to the second attachment member 27 (or 31), 

spine of the comb and that free end of the decorative 
member. The second free end 17 of the decorative member 
11 is inserted similarly into elongated opening 41 in the 
spine of the other comb 36 and is folded back toward said 
decorative member with a portion 37a of the spine of the 
other comb disposed in the folded portion of that decorative 
member. The outer portion of the second free end, with a first 
attachment member 29 is made to contact the inner portion 
of the free end with the second attachment member 31, so 
that a closed loop 33 is also formed on the second free end. 

The free ends 15, 17 of a second decorative member 12 
may be similarly inserted into second elongated openings 
43, 43 of the first and second comb 35, 36. if the combs have 
two openings, such as that shown in FIG. 8. If the combs 
have a third elongated opening, as illustrated in FIG. 5, the 
free ends of a third decorative member 14 could lie inserted 
into elongated openings 45, 45. For an additional variation, 
the first free end 15 of decorative member 11 could be 
inserted into the third elongated opening 45 of the first comb 
35 and the second free end 17 could be connected to the first 
opening 41 of the second comb 36. Other decorative mem- 
bers could be inserted into the remaining openings and 
twisted together before attachment to the spine of the second 
comb. In fact, for another variation, the first free end 15 of 
a decorative member 11 could be attached to the spine 37 of 
a first comb 35 at opening 41 and the second free end 17 of 
that same decorative member could be inserted into opening 
43 (or 45) of the same comb 35. Then, a second decorative 
member 12 could be attached at one end 15 to opening 41 
of comb 36 and then its other end 17 could be inserted 
through the loop formed by the first decorative member 11 
and the first comb 35 and that end could be attached to the 
second comb 36 at a second opening 43 (or 45), so that the 
two combs could be connected by the connection of the 
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decorative members to each other, rather than the attachment 
of each decorative member to both combs. 

In most instances, the accessory will be assembled in a 
desired decorative manner so that the undersides of the 
decorative members 11a, 12a, 14a are facing the same s 
direction as the upper surface 35a and 36a of the combs. To 
use this hair accessory in the hair, one must ultimately turn 
the combs under the decorative member, as seen in FIG. 3, 
so that the teeth 39, 39 of the combs face each other in the 
hair and the upper surface 1 lb of l lie decorative members is io 
visible in the hair, (for a relatively tight grip in the hair, it 
is preferable that the bands be short enough and the teeth of 
the comb long enough so that the teeth of the two combs 
would be separated by 1 to VA inches when turned toward 
each other in a relaxed state.) This arrangement in the hair 15 
may be accomplished by aligning the first comb with the 
teeth lacing the user and the decorative members disposed 
away from the hair. For example, comb 35 in FIG. 2 would 
be flipped to the left and toward the middle of the underside 
of the decorative members and the device would be turned 20 
over. The teeth 39 of the first comb are slid into the hair so 
that the arcuate shape of the comb conforms to the user's 
head. The elastic members are pulled away from the first 
comb to the other side of a selection of hair. The second 
comb is aligned on the underside of the decorative members 25 
and with its teeth facing the hair and the teeth of the second 
comb are slid into the hair, with the decorative elastic 
members visible in the hair and pulling the combs toward 
each other to secure the accessory in the hair. 

Thus, this invention provides a great deal of versatility 30 
and flexibility from the use of the several different compo- 
nents and embodiments of this invention. One may select a 
decorative elastic member w hich can be used as a ponytail 
holder on one occasion and which, on another occasion, can 
be used in combination with a similar or a contrasting 35 
colored decorative member to connect a pair of combs, 
which may be two-holed or three-holed, to create a unique 
and unusual arrangement in the hair. This decorative 
arrangement will also be very effective at securing and 
holding the hair in place. The decorative comb can be used 40 
on other occasions with different decorative items. The 
assembly of a variety of decorative bands and several pairs 
of combs will provide a great number of different accesso- 
ries for use in creating different fashion effects. Thus, this 
invention solves a need for versatility of hair accessories and 45 
it provides the elements and the method for assembling a 
hair accessory which can be very effective and secure in the 
hair and which can be disassembled and used in connection 
with different arrangements on oilier occasions. Thus, it can 
be seen that the present invention will achieve the advan- 50 
tages and objects attributed to it and while it has been 
described in detail, it is not to be limited to such detail except 
as may be necessitated by the appended claims. 

I claim: 

1. A decorative hair accessory comprising a decorative 55 
member with two free ends, an elastic component connected 

to said decorative member proximate each of said free ends, 
a tubular member surrounding said elastic component and an 
attachment mechanism disposed proximate each of the free 
ends of said decorative member, said attachment mechanism 60 
proximate one free end being removably attachable to the 
attachment mechanism proximate said other free end, 
whereby a continuous decorative elastic band may be 
formed when said attachment mechanisms are secured to 
each other. 65 

2. A decorative hair accessory comprising a decorative 
member having an elastic component and two free ends and 
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an attachment mechanism disposed proximate one of said 
free ends, said attachment mechanism comprising first and 
second attachment members, said first attachment member 
being disposed to mate with and removably secure itself to 
said second attachment member. 

3. The decorative hair accessory of claim 2 wherein one 
of said attachment members is a first component of a two 
component hook and loop fastening system and the other 
attachment member is a second component of the hook and 
loop fastening system. 

4. The decorative hair accessory of claim 2 wherein said 
first and second attachment members of one free end of said 
decorative member may be attached to mating attachment 
members disposed proximate said other free end to form a 
continuous decorative band. 

5. The decorative hair accessory of claim 2 wherein said 
second attachment member is disposed on said decorative 
member inwardly from said first attachment member a 
sufficient distance to form a loop at the free end of said 
decorative member when said first attachment member is 
attached to said second attachment member. 

6. The decorative hair accessory of claim 5 wherein said 
first attachment member of said free end of said decorative 
member is sized to fit through an opening disposed in a spine 
of a hair comb and to attach to said second attachment 
member with a portion of said spine secured within the loop 
formed by said attachment members. 

7. The decorative hair accessory of claim 5 wherein said 
elastic component is an elastic member connected to said 
decorative member proximate each of said free ends. 

8. The decorative hair accessory of claim 7 wherein said 
decorative member further comprises a tubular member 
surrounding said elastic member, said tubular member hav- 
ing at least one free end flattened for a predetermined 
distance. 

9. The decorative hair accessory of claim 2 further com- 
prising an attachment mechanism disposed on the other of 
said free ends of the decorative member and a pair of 
detached combs, each of said combs having a spine and a 
series of teeth extending therefrom along one side of said 
spine, each of said combs having at least one opening 
disposed in said spine, each free end of said decorative 
member being removably attachable to the spine of one of 
said pair of combs proximate an opening in said spine. 

10. The decorative hair accessory of claim 9 wherein one 
free end of said decorative member may be inserted into an 
opening in the spine of one of said combs for a predeter- 
mined distance from said free end and said first attachment 
member may be secured to said second attachment member 
to form a loop around a portion of said spine and to secure 
a portion of said spine between said first and second attach- 
ment members. 

11. The decorative hair accessory of claim 10 wherein the 
other free end of said decorative member may be attached to 
the other of said pair of combs proximate an opening in the 
spine of said other comb and the elastic component is 
adapted to pull said combs toward each other when said 
combs are disposed more than a predetermined distance 

12. The decorative hair accessory of claim 10 wherein 
said combs are arcuate and have a plurality of elongated 
openings disposed longitudinally in said spine. 

13. The decorative hair accessory of claim 12 wherein 
each of said combs comprises indicator means disposed on 
one surface of said spine to align the comb relative to the 
decorative member. 
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14. A decorative hair accessory comprising 

a comb having an arcuate shape along its length to 
conform to a user's head, said ci imb having a spine and 
a series of teeth extending therefrom along one side of 
said spine, said spine having at least one opening 5 
disposed transversely through said spine and 

at least one removable decorative member having an 
elastic component and two free ends and an attachment 
mechanism disposed on each of said free ends, said 
attachment mechanism permitting removable attach- 10 
ment of a free end to the spine of said comb proximate 
said opening. 

15. The decorative hair accessory of claim 14 wherein one 
of said free ends of the decorative member has first and 
second attachment members whereby said free end may be 15 
inserted through the opening of said spine and folded 
inwardly to form a loop around and capture a portion of the 
spine of the comb when said first attachment member is 
attached to said second attachment member. 

16. The decorative hair accessory of claim 15 wherein the 20 
other of said free ends of the removable decorative member 

is removably attached to a second comb through an opening 
in a spine of said second comb and said elastic component 
pulls said first and second combs toward each other. 

17. The decorative hair accessory of claim 14 further 25 
comprising a second comb and each free end of said 
decorative member being removably attachable to the spine 

of one of said combs proximate an opening in said spine. 

18. The decorative hair accessory of claim 17 further 
comprising a plurality of decorative members and a plurality 30 
of regularly spaced openings in each of said combs. 

19. A method for providing a decorative hair accessory, 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a pair of detached combs, each of said 35 
combs having a spine and a series of teeth extending 
therefrom along one side of said spine, each of said 
combs further comprising an elongated opening dis- 
posed longitudinally in said spine; 

(b) providing an elastic decorative member having two 4 , 
free ends with an attachment mechanism disposed 
proximate each of said free ends; 

(c) inserting a first free end of said elastic decorative 
member into an elongated opening in the spine of one 

of said combs for a predetermined distance from said if 
free end; 

(d) folding said free end toward said decorative member 
with a portion of the spine of said one comb disposed 
in said folded portion of said decorative member; 

(e) attaching an outer portion of said first free end to an 50 
inner portion of said first free end, forming a closed 
loop with a portion of said spine of said one comb 
secured in said loop; 

(f) inserting a second free end of said elastic decorative J5 
member into an elongated opening in the spine of the 
other of said combs; 

(g) folding said second free end toward said decorative 
member with a portion of the spine of said other comb 
disposed in said folded portion of said decorative 60 
member; 

(h) attaching an outer portion of said second free end to 
an inner portion thereof, forming a closed loop with a 
portion of said spine of said other comb secured in said 
loop. 65 

20. The method of claim 19 wherein each of said combs 
has a plurality of elongated openings disposed in its spine 
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and a plurality of elastic decorative members are provided, 
the method further comprising 

(a) selecting a first free end of a first elastic decorative 
member and connecting it to one of said elongated 
openings in a first comb, 

(b) connecting a second free end of said first elastic 
decorative member to one of said elongated openings in 
a second comb; and 

(c) repeating steps (a) and (b) for each additional elastic 
decorative member. 

21. The method of claim 20 wherein each of said combs 
has an arcuate shape to conform to a user's head and said 
method further comprises: 

(a) aligning the first comb with the teeth facing the user 
and the decorative members disposed away from the 
hair; 

(b) sliding the teeth of said first comb into the hair so that 
the arcuate shape conforms to the user's head; 

(c) extending the decorative elastic members away from 
the first comb; 

(d) aligning said second comb with the teeth facing the 
hair of the user; 

(e) sliding the teeth of said second comb into the hair 
toward said first comb whereby said decorative elastic 
members will pull said combs toward each other to 
secure said accessory in the hair. 

22. The method of claim 21 wherein indicator means are 
disposed on an under surface of said combs and the free ends 
of said decorative elastic bands are inserted through the 
elongated openings in the spine of said combs from said 
under surface. 

23. A method for providing a decorative hair accessory, 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a comb having a spine and a series of teeth 
extending therefrom along one side of said spine, said 
comb further comprising an elongated opening dis- 
posed longitudinally in said spine; 

(b) providing a removable elastic decorative member 
having two free ends with an attachment mechanism 
disposed proximate each of said free ends; 

(cj inserting a first free end of said elastic decorative 
member into an elongated opening in the spine of said 
comb for a predetermined distance f rom said free end; 

(d) folding said free end toward said decorative member 
with a portion of the spine of said comb disposed in 
said folded portion of said decorative member; 

(e) attaching an outer portion of said first free end to an 
inner portion of said first free end, forming a closed 
loop with a portion of said spine of said comb secured 
in said loop; 

(f) inserting a second free end of said elastic decorative 
member into a second elongated opening in the spine of 
said comb; 

(g) folding said second free end toward said decorative 
member with a portion of the spine of said comb 
proximate said second elongated opening disposed in 
said folded portion of said decorative member; 

(h) attaching an outer portion of said second free end to 
an inner portion thereof, forming a closed loop with a 
portion of said spine of said comb proximate said 
second elongated opening secured in said loop. 

24. A decorative hair accessory comprising 

at least one decorative member, said decorative member 
having an elastic component and two free ends and an 
attachment mechanism disposed on each of said free 



a pair of detached combs, each of said combs having a 
spine, a series of teeth extending from said spine along 
one side and al k ast one opening disposed in sail! spines 

each free end of said decorative member is removably 
attachable to the spine of one of said pair of combs 
proximate an opening in said spine. 

25. A decorative hair accessory comprising a pair of 
combs, each of said combs having an arcuate shape along its 
length, a spine and a series of teeth extending from said 
spine along one side, said pair of combs connected by at 
least two decorative members, each of said decorative 
members having an elastic component and two free ends and 
an attachment mechanism proximate each free end for 
releasable attachment to the spine of one of said combs. 

26. The decorative hair accessory of claim 25 wherein the 
spine of each of said combs comprises a plurality of spaced 
openings for removable attachment of a decorative member. 

27. A decorative hair accessory comprising 

at least one comb having an arcuate shape along its length, 
said comb having a spine and a scries of teeth extending 
therefrom along one side of said spine, said spine 
having at least one opening and 

at least one removable decorative member having two 
free ends and an elastic component, and an attachment 



12 

mechanism proximate a first free end, said attachment 
mechanism permitting removable attachment of said 
first free end to the spine of said comb proximate said 
opening. 

5 28. The decorative hair accessory of claim 27 wherein 
said removable decorative member comprises an attachment 
mechanism proximate each of said free ends. 

29. The decorative hair accessory of claim 28 wherein one 
10 of said free ends of the decorative member has first and 

second attachment members and when said free end is 
inserted through the opening in said spine and said first 
attachment member is attached to said second attachment 
member a loop is formed to capture a portion of the spine of 
15 the comb. 

30. The decorative hair accessory of claim 29 wherein the 
other of said free ends of the decorative member is remov- 
ably attached to a second comb through an opening in a 
spine of said second comb and said elastic component pulls 

20 said first and second combs toward each other. 

31. 1'hc decorative hair accessory of claim 30 further 
comprising a plurality of decorative members and a plurality 
of regularly spaced openings in each of said combs. 



